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MOTION BY SUPERVISOR DON KNABE  September 16, 2003 

TO BE READ IN 

 The State Legislature has just passed Senate Bill 278 (SB 278) introduce by 

Senator Denise Ducheny (D-San Diego) and is pending action by the Governor.  This 

legislation would allow the Department of Correction to release prisoners so sick they 

could not take care of themselves.  The bill would not apply to prisoners on Death Row 

or those convicted under California’s Three-Strikes Law. 

 This legislation will dump more sick people into County hospitals who cannot 

afford to pay for services nor is there money appropriated in the legislation to reimburse 

counties that will be forced to render millions of dollars in health care services for these 

sick prisoners.  It is simply a back door accounting shift, whereby the state is taking a 

costly program and putting the financial burden on local government. 

 I, THEREFORE MOVE, THAT the Board of Supervisors direct the Chief 

Administrative Officer to send correspondence urging the Governor to veto SB 278. 
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